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the way of notifications to taxpayers of the
amount required and investigations to prevent
evasions of the payment. Every tax, moreover,
must involve losses to the community of an in-
direct character. The State cannot hope to be
able to impose taxes which will be perfectly free
from all these forms of incidental loss. Suc-
cessive Indian Governments, for instance, have
never been able to dispense with Land Taxes
as the central feature of the system by which
the expenses of the State are to be met
Yet, even as at present organised, the system
involves a costly re-assessment of the land
and " its produce at periodical intervals 1;
during the assessment agricultural operations
are to some extent disorganised ; and hostile
critics declare that uncertainty as regards
future valuations prevents cultivators in many
cases from introducing improvements wThich
might involve future increases in assessment.
These, no doubt, form serious drawbacks to the
system, "though with improving administrative
methods and increasing -experience on the part

1 The administrative charges in collecting a Land revenue
of nearly twenty million pounds amount to about three and a
half millions.